
Parent/Carer Information Booklet

Welcome



Firstly, we would like to welcome you to Felpham Colts FC, the aim of this 
booklet is to provide parents/carers an insight into what they and their Child 
can expect when choosing to register with Felpham Colts and for us to give 
you an insight into our football club and to give you all the relevant 
information you may need.

Felpham Colts was officially formed on 15 May 1980, although the origins of 
the club can be traced back much further - to 1972. Since those early days 
the club has established itself as one of the largest youth football clubs in 
West Sussex, with more than 350 boys and girls competing and developing in 
the Arun and Chichester Youth Football League, Southern Combination League 
and The Sussex Girls Football League.

We at Felpham Colts have a clear vision of how we want this grassroots 
football club to be, we always strive to excel and achieve and aim to be the 
best we can and give the children a secure and safe environment to train and 
play, we would like parents and children alike to choose us because we are 
structured and care about each individuals football journey.

We pride ourselves on our proactive stance, ensuring the children have 
qualified coaches and that every adult involved with the children are 
safeguarding trained and always have the child’s needs at the forefront.

Felpham Colts is a great football club. On the way up. We have real strengths. 
Great people. Strong values – and a proud history.

Many Thanks

On behalf of all club officials & managers

              
Felpham Colts Mission Statement



To welcome all children from the local community regardless of ability, background, 
experience or confidence with a ball. To offer a variety of groups to cater for different ages 
and abilities in order to maximize enjoyment and development of each individual child

To complete this mission Felpham Colts FC will endeavour to facilitate the provision of 
the best playing amenities and equipment available to us in line with the growth of sport in 
Felpham and surrounding areas.

We are committed to using football for:

•  building young people's self-confidence, self-esteem and self-worth; 
• developing team-work and leadership skills; 
• helping young people discover purpose and develop a vision; 
• encouraging respect for others; 
• including young people of all abilities; 
• developing a sense of fair play; 
• enabling young people to have fun! 
• realising players and coaches full potential; 
• being positive members of the community;

What you should expect from Felpham Colts FC:

Felpham Colts FC is committed to providing a safe and enjoyable atmosphere to allow 
children to participate in association football. The club, its officials and managers are 
bound by its constitution, rules and child welfare documents and as such treat all players, 
regardless of ability, gender, religious beliefs or race, equally.

What we aim to offer your child:

As an FA Charter club Felpham Colts FC is committed to ensuring that all age groups 
benefit from a FA Qualified Coach who has an in date FA enhanced CRC Check, has 
attended the FA Safeguarding Children Workshop and at least 1 FA First aid qualified 
volunteer is present at all training sessions and matches. This should ensure that we offer 
the opportunity for your child to develop in all 4 corners of the FA Long term development 
model whilst remaining safe at all times. 
We aim to offer your child a football journey, which, regardless of their ability, aims to 
ensure that they have the opportunity to enjoy playing football. Our philosophy aims to 
tailor the journey to the child’s needs as they progress through the ages.

Registration Fees:

We at Felpham Colts like to be transparent and clear so to avoid any misconceptions and 
that each parent/carer are clear as to the fees they are paying and what these monies are 
used for;

From the season starting 2018/19 we have increased the fees due to the progression of the 
club and continually enabling the club to develop and for each child to feel inclusive and 
they are as follows:



• U5/6’s - £35 this fee is for social membership and 3G winter training, £1 per 
child is payable each session they attend. 

• 5 v 5 & 7 v 7 format - £95 this includes match fees & non 3G training
• 9 v 9 & 11 v 11 format - £115 this includes match fees & non 3G training

What the fees are used for:

Affiliation 
League registration per team, pro rata per child
League registration per player
Player Insurance
Public liability insurance
Pitch fees 
Referee Fee (Competitive football) 
Presentation ensuring all children are recognised
Coaches/managers qualifications
Cup entries

Added this season is the introduction of away/training shirts and rain jackets or jumpers 
for each child as part of The Felpham Colts uniform, each team on a 2-year turnaround 
will receive the above this is o ensure all are inclusive and importantly that we are all 
identifiable to others.  So to be exact if your child’s team receives this for the start of the 
upcoming season they will then receive again not next but the season after.

You will see that we do not allow for the cost of a kit.  It is important that we always 
continue to fund raise as this allows us the affordability to provide teams with kits albeit 
we do encourage sponsorship and will speak about this further on.

THE FOOTBALL JOURNEY

Below are the principles of the stages of development that Felpham Colts adopts as part of 
the club’s development philosophy. A copy of the full philosophy is available from the 
club should you wish to view more detail on the processes that facilitate this model.



Formats for junior football

• Under 5 & 6’s, Training only

• Under 7’s, Training, 5v5 friendly matches and non-competitive     tournaments 
organised by ACYFL.



• Under 8’s, Training, 5v5 friendly matches, non-competitive matches and 
competitive Cups organised by ACYFL.

• Under 9’s, Training, 7v7 friendly matches, non-competitive matches and 
competitive Cups organised by ACYFL.

• Under 10’s, Training, 7v7 friendly matches, non-competitive matches and 
competitive Cups organised by ACYFL.

• Under 11’s, Training, 9v9 friendly matches, non-competitive matches and 
competitive Cups organised by ACYFL.

• Under 12-18, Training, Competitive league and cup competitions. Competitive 
tournaments. (9 or 11-a-side)

Equal Playing Time

Felpham Colts is committed to providing all players with an equal opportunity to develop 
and as such has an equal playing time philosophy for the younger age groups.

At the U-7 to U-14 age group, coaches will aim to provide all players with equal match 
playing time during a season. 

At the U-15 age group onwards, coaches will use discretion in playing time, but all players 
present at matches shall play a minimum of 10 minutes per regulation length game. 

At all age groups, players may receive less playing time for failing to participate in all 
practices and games, or for disciplinary reasons.

Training

Your Manager you will be responsible for organising your team / squad(s) training 
sessions. The traditional time for these within FCFC is on Saturday morning at King 
George V playing field, Summerley Lane, Felpham. 9am – 10.30am. During periods of 
bad weather when pitches are unavailable your manager may choose to make the most of 
3G training facilities in the surrounding area. Should this be the case parents will be asked 
to cover the cost of these sessions as these are not included in the registration fees. It is 
expected that players will be on time for training and wearing the correct kit, including 
shin pads and appropriate clothing for the weather and have a drink for the session.

Matches 

Felpham Colts usually enter into the Arun and Chichester District League and Cup 
Competitions. League Fixtures are normally set between September and April with breaks 
during school holidays for development football. Your manager may arrange friendlies 
outside of these fixtures in order to increase playing time.



The home venues for matches are Shrubbs playing field in Middleton-on-sea,
King George IV Playing fields and Bishop Tufnell Primary School. Your team manager 
will be able to advise on your venue for home games for the upcoming season. You should 
note that away matches may require travel west to Bracklesham and East to Lancing.

The English FA has stipulated that all games for U11 and below are to be development 
based and therefore no league tables or scores are published. This is aimed at ensuring that 
Coaches, players and Parents focus on the development of the players and team first and 
do not prioritise winning over all else. There are however small periods within a season 
that the league may assign to competitive matches in the form of a cup. These usually last 
a period of 4 weeks and start at U9. For all development games the leagues do their best to 
arrange fixtures for teams of similar ability to give appropriate challenges to all teams and 
players.

Codes of Conduct & Expectations

We all have a responsibility to promote high standards of behaviour in the game.
As players, parents, and managers/coaches we all have a big part to play.   We at  FCFC 
adopt and support the respect campaign and we take the behaviour and conduct of each 
individual seriously, we at the start of each season expect each person involved whatever 
their role to sign the relevant codes of conduct these are attached to the registration forms 
and the form are only accepted once the attached codes are duly signed by the player and 
his/her parent or carer, this runs inline with the registration process.

We actively encourage all parents and players to adhere to the following;

EXPECTATIONS OF PLAYERS

1. Positive attitude.
2. 100% effort.
3. Arrive on time for training and matches.
4. No arguing with Coaches, Referees, Teammates, Parents, Other Team         

Members.
5. Be prepared to play and learn all positions on the field.
6. Become a great team player.
7. Great Sportsmanship - Everyone will shake hands and thank the other team and 

Referees after each game.
8. Have Fun And Enjoy Themselves. 



EXPECTATIONS OF PARENTS/CARERS AND SPECTATORS 
 
1. Support the team on match day through praise.
2. Applaud the opposition as well as own team.
3. Avoid coaching the child during the game.
4. No shouting and screaming.
5. Respect the referee’s decision.
6. Give attention to each of the children involved in football not just the most 

talented.
7. Encourage everyone to participate in football.
8. When attending Training Sessions or Matches ensure that your vehicle is parked 

so as not to cause an obstruction or nuisance to residents living near the ground 
by blocking their driveways.

Felpham Colts FC Policies & Procedures

At Felpham Colts we take the welfare of each child very seriously and adopt the
FA Guidelines for youth football working along side our own policies. We would 
like to give you an insight into our own and for full versions please refer to our 
website or alternatively contact your team manager or a club official whom will 
assist you.

The following are the policies we follow;

• Felpham Colts FC Safeguarding & Welfare Policy
• Felpham Colts FC Equal Opportunity Policy
• Felpham Colts FC Philosophy
• Felpham Colts FC Anti-Bullying Policy
• Felpham Colts FC Complaints Procedure
• Felpham Colts FC No Filming Policy
• Codes of Conduct
• Privacy Policy

FELPHAM COLTS F.C. SAFEGUARDING & WELFARE POLICY

Felpham Colts FC acknowledges its responsibility to safeguard the welfare of every child 
and young person who has been entrusted to its care and is committed to working to 
provide a safe environment for all members.

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. No action is not an option.

A child or young person is anyone under the age of 18 engaged in any Football Club 
activity. We subscribe to The Football Association’s Safeguarding Children Policy and 
Procedures and endorse and adopt the policy statement contained in that document.

The key principles are:
● The child’s welfare is, and must always be, the paramount consideration.
● All children and young people have a right to be protected from abuse regardless 

of their age, gender, disability, culture, language, racial origin, religious beliefs or 
sexual orientation.



● All suspicions and allegations of abuse will be taken seriously and responded to 
swiftly and appropriately.

● Working in partnership with other organisations, children and young people and 
their parents and carers is essential.

FELPHAM COLTS FC ANTI-BULLYING POLICY

What is Bullying

Felpham Colts Football Club defines bullying as the use of aggression with the intention 
of hurting another person. Bullying results in pain and distress to the victim.

Bullying can be:
• Emotional - being unfriendly, excluding (emotionally and physically), sending 

hurtful text messages, tormenting (for example: hiding football boots/shin guards, 
threatening gestures).

• Physical - pushing, kicking, hitting, punching or any use of violence.
• Verbal - name-calling, sarcasm, spreading rumours, teasing.
• Racist - racial taunts, graffiti, gestures.
• Sexual - unwanted physical contact or sexually abusive comments.
• Homophobic - because of, or focussing on, the issue of sexuality.

Bullying of any kind is not acceptable at our club. If bullying does occur, all players, 
parents or guardians should be able to tell and know that incidents will be dealt with 
promptly. Incidents need to be reported to the Club CWO, a member of the committee or, 
in cases of serious bullying, the Sussex County Football Association’s CPO.

Felpham Colts have an appointed Child Welfare Officer (CWO) in line with The Football 
Association’s role profile and required completion of the Safeguarding Children 
Workshop. Should you wish to view these policies in full then please contact the CWO.

Our Designated Welfare Officer is;
Yvonne Gabriel
01243 586722 or 07842 569558 or ygabriel@live.co.uk

FELPHAM COLTS FC EQUAL OPPURTUNITY POLICY

Felpham Colts Football Club are committed to a policy of equal treatment of all members 
and requires all members of whatever level or authority to abide and adhere to this general 
principle and the requirements of the Codes of Practice issued by the Equal Opportunities 
Commission and Commission for Racial Equality.

mailto:ygabriel@live.co.uk
mailto:ygabriel@live.co.uk


Specifically, discrimination is prohibited by:

All members are expected to abide by the requirements of the Race Relations Act 1976, 
Sex Discrimination Act 1986 and Disability Discrimination Act 1995.

Treating any individual on grounds of gender, colour, marital status, race, nationality or 
ethnic or national origin, religion, sexual orientation or disability less favourably than 
others.

Felpham Colts Football Club commits itself to the immediate investigation of any claims 
of discrimination on the above grounds and where such is found to be the case, a 
requirement that the practice cease forthwith, restitution of damage or loss (if necessary) 
and to the investigation of any member accused of discrimination.

Any member found guilty of discrimination will be dealt with appropriately. Since 
discrimination in its many forms is against the Football Club’s policy, any members 
offending will be dealt with under the disciplinary procedure.

The Football Club commits itself to the disabled person whenever possible and will treat 
such members, in aspects of their recruitment and membership, in exactly the same 
manner as other members. The difficulties of their disablement permitting assistance will 
be given, wherever possible, to ensure that disabled members are helped in gaining access. 
Appropriate training will be made to such members who request it.

No Filming Policy

At Felpham Colts FC we adopt a no filming policy for the following reasons:
To protect a CYP that may be subject to any family, care or legal proceedings 
To ensure the club does not breach its data protection obligations.
To protect children’s identities
Felpham Colts FC Complaints Procedures

In the event that any club member feels that they have suffered discrimination in any way 
or that the Club Policies, Rules or Codes of Conduct have been broken, they should follow 
the process below:

They should report the matter to the Club Welfare Officer, Chairman or club secretary as 
appropriate to the nature of the complaint.
The report should include:
Details of what, when and where the occurrence took place
Any witness statement and names
Names of any others who have been treated in a similar way
Details of any former complaints about the incident, date, when and to whom made
A preference for a solution to the incident

Investigate
The Club will conduct an investigation into the complaint, including, Interview individuals 
concerned to investigate the complaint.  Make a summary and action plan with timelines. 
Subject to confidentiality, communicate the action plan to all the key individuals involved



Findings & Outcome
Once investigated and if a complaint is found it will be taken to Felpham Colts FC 
complaints committee consisting of and led by the Chairperson, with the Club Secretary, 
Welfare Officer and one other senior committee member being a quorum of 4 to decide on 
the appropriate outcome.

The Club Officers will have the power to:
Warn as to future conduct
Suspend from membership
Remove from membership any person found to have broken the Club’s Policies or Codes 
of Conduct

We hope the last few pages give you an insight into our policies and the values we believe 
in at Felpham Colts FC and how we care about all individuals and importantly that your 
children are paramount to our football club, we want you to trust us and that you are happy 
leaving them in our care knowing we cover every eventuality.  Please contact us for full 
versions and if you do have any concerns please contact our CWO in the first instance.
KEY EVENTS

Presentation Day

The end of season Presentation is a superb event where we reward the players of each 
team. Each player receives a medal for their season and there are various trophies for 
coaches and parents to award to individuals.  What is important to us about this day is that 
is the day where every child who has participated at FCFC over the previous season is 
recognised and made to feel special,  It’s also a great day for all parents, coaches and 
children to get together and socialise.

Presentation day is normally in May and ends with a bar and disco for everybody 
connected to the Club. 

Felpham Colts 6 a side tournament and fun day

The annual Six-A-Side tournament is a great day for the club and the children that 
participate.  It is run over two days, normally the first weekend in June, and attracts clubs 
from all over Sussex and the home counties.  The Felpham Colts FC Tournament is now 
the premier tournament on the South Coast. It does however require volunteers both 
parents and coaches to help make the day successful. Your coach will receive tasks for the 
day and will require your support with these tasks so we do ask that you support your 
coach as much as possible by volunteering to help them with the tasks and contributing to 
this great weekend.

The tournament is also the clubs biggest source of income and helps provide the new kit 
and equipment required to run the teams. It is really important therefore that we all remain 
focussed in ensuring that it remains the best attended tournament in the area. We can only 
achieve this with your help!



VOLUNTEERS

All members of Felpham Colts are volunteers. We would be unable to function as we do 
without the emphatic support of volunteers new and old including coaches, managers and 
club officers. On initial set up of a team at the U7 age group there is always a requirement 
for volunteers to step forward and take the players through their Journey. We would 
welcome all volunteers that wish to help us support the children and would encourage you 
to help and support in whatever capacity you feel able.

Should you show initial interest in volunteering our development officer will be on hand to 
provide support for you in understanding what each role entails and the requirements of 
the role.

Felpham Colts adopts the FA guidelines for recruiting volunteers and will:
●meet with the volunteer(s) 
●Identify & develop a role.
●Request identification documents in order to apply for a Football Association   CRC 
Enhanced Disclosure check for all volunteers

SPONSORSHIP

As said previously Felpham Colts provide all teams with a playing kit and this is not part 
of the registration fee, to do this we hold our tournament annually to ensure we raise funds 
to do so;  We also appreciate sponsorship and are always on the lookout for local 
businesses to help the teams and ultimately the football club, therefore if you know anyone 
or are interested yourself please speak initially with your child’s manager who will make 
contact with the relevant club official to provide more information.

Further to kit sponsorship we also offer age group sponsors at our tournament and will 
name the cup after the company and also put your advert into our programme providing 
details to an audience of over 3000 people.

So however much you may want to get involved we are always truly appreciative of your 
help.



FCFC ROLES AND CONTACTS

Below are club official details and should you have any concerns, questions or feedback 
we are always available to help:

Chairman  Emma Aylward         aylward67@hotmail.com

   
Vice-Chairman  Russ Chandler  russ2178@gmail.com
    

Secretary  Liz Conway  lizgregconway@yahoo.co.uk

Welfare Officer  Yvonne Gabriel  ygabriel@live.co.uk
    

Treasurer  Paul Greed  paul.greed@btopenworld.com
   

Development Officer Russ Chandler  russ2178@gmail.com
   

Useful Links and Information

www.felphamcolts.com

www.thefa.com

www.sussex-fa.org 

www.acyfl.net

All policies referenced in this document are available in full via 
www.sussex-fa.org or www.felphamcolts.com Alternatively please contact your Team 
manager or a club official who will always be willing to help.




